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2 June 2022 
 
Presidents of each of the Bars and the Law Societies  
of the Australian legal profession 
(Schedule Attached)  

 

Dear Presidents,  

Commencement of Critical Incident List in the Federal Circuit and Family Court of 

Australia 

I write to inform you of the commencement of the Critical Incident List in the Federal Circuit 

and Family Court of Australia (Division 1) and (Division 2) (Courts). This List has been 

established to help families who need to put arrangements in place for the care of children in 

circumstances where no parent is available as a result of death, critical injury, or incarceration 

relating to a family violence incident and where orders are sought for parental responsibility. 

The new process will commence on 6 June 2022. The List will be managed by a dedicated 

Division 1 Judge, the Hon. Justice Jacoba Brasch, who has particular expertise in this area and 

will manage these matters on a national basis.  

The Courts’ Family Violence Committee has worked with the Queensland Homicide Victims’ 

Support Group (QHVSG) to establish a way for people to have faster access to listing dates 

before the Court in these circumstances, and I thank them for their initiative in suggesting the 

creation of the List. 

A key objective of the Critical Incident List is to facilitate timely access to the Courts to assist 

families during these times of crisis. The Courts appreciates the significant challenges families 

and children face in these circumstances and is committed to responding appropriately. The 

Courts can make orders about where children live, as well as orders for parental responsibility to 



enable non-parent carers to make appropriate arrangements for children without delay, including 

enrolling children in school and organising and consenting to medical treatment.  

The establishment of the Critical Incident List is a small, but hopefully effective, way to help 

families during a time of crisis. The Court appreciates the cooperation of the profession as the 

Critical Incident List is implemented.  

Enclosed is a copy of the Family Law Practice Direction – Critical Incident List for your 

information. 

I ask that you distribute this correspondence to your members, and please do not hesitate to 

contact me if you have any concerns. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
The Honourable Chief Justice William Alstergren 
Chief Justice 
Federal Circuit and Family Court of Australia (Division 1) 
Chief Judge 
Federal Circuit and Family Court of Australia (Division 2) 
 
  



Schedule 
 

Australian Bar Association 

Dr Matt Collins AM QC  matt.collins@vicbar.com.au 

 

Law Council of Australia 

Mr Tass Liveris   tass.liveris@lawcouncil.asn.au 

 

Bar Associations 

VIC – Ms Róisín Annesley QC rannesley@vicbar.com.au  

NSW – Mr Michael McHugh SC president@nswbar.asn.au 

ACT – Mr Andrew Muller  muller@keychambers.com.au 

QLD – Mr Tom Sullivan QC  president@qldbar.asn.au  

TAS – Mr Phillip Zeeman  phillip.zeeman@tasbar.com.au 

SA – Mr Mark Hoffmann QC  sabar@sabar.org.au 

NT – Mr Duncan McConnel SC president@ntbar.asn.au 

WA – Mr Martin Cuerden SC  mcuerden@francisburt.com.au  

 

Law Societies 

VIC – Ms Tania Wolff  president@liv.asn.au 

NSW – Ms Joanne van der Plaat president@lawsocnsw.asn.au  

ACT – Ms Elizabeth Carroll  president@actlawsociety.asn.au  

QLD – Ms Kara Thomson  president@qls.com.au 

TAS – Mr Simon Gates  simon.gates@burniechambers.com.au  

SA – Mr Justin Stewart-Rattray president@lawsocietysa.asn.au 

NT – Ms Peggy Cheong  president@lawsocietynt.asn.au  

WA – Ms Jocelyne Boujos  info@lawsocietywa.asn.au 
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