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6 June 2024 
 
 
 
Dear Honoured Guest, 
 
INVITATION TO GALA DINNER TO CELEBRATE 50 YEARS OF AN INDEPENDENT BAR 
IN THE NORTHERN TERRITORY 
 
This year marks 50 years since the establishment of an independent Bar in the Northern 
Territory.  To mark this important milestone, the Northern Territory Bar Association is hosting 
a Gala Dinner on the evening of Friday 9 August 2024 and we very much hope you can join 
us in Darwin. 
 
It was on 1 July 1974 that the Hon. Michael Maurice KC established himself as an independent 
barrister in Darwin, joined shortly thereafter by the Hon. Tom Pauling KC and the Hon. Ian 
Barker KC.  These three celebrated lawyers thus founded an independent bar in the Northern 
Territory.  Prior to that, various practitioners had practiced in the style of a barrister but were 
retained as counsel in-house within law firms.  Those practitioners also contributed greatly to 
the development of our bar, and many eventually joined chambers or became independent 
barristers in their own right. 
 
Over the last 50 years, the Northern Territory Bar has been home to some exceptional lawyers 
many of whom went on to accept Judicial and other significant appointments.  In 2024 our Bar 
continues to thrive. 
 
Your invitation is attached.  We hope you can join us and the broader Northern Territory legal 
community in a night under the ‘Dry Season’ stars on the casino lawns, with fabulous food, 
wine, local jazz and other entertainment.  Please either purchase tickets direct from the 
website: www.tinyurl.com/50ntbar or email me at president@ntbar.asn.au and we can arrange 
tickets for you. 
 
We look forward to sharing this special occasion with you. 
 
Yours faithfully  

 
 
 
 
 

Mary Chalmers SC 
President NTBA
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