James Fletcher Campbell
13 October 1940 — 12 January 2024

NOTES on the life of Jim Campbell

James Fletcher Campbell was born to his parents Jim and Mary on Friday 13t October 1940
in Melbourne

At age 15, he was interviewed for a position with the prestigious Melbourne legal firm Blake
and Riggall (no Catholics on the payroll, thank you very much) where he became a law clerk
in the probate and wills department.

It was this experience, where Jim worked for over 13 years, which laid the foundations for a
successful working life. Jim became something of a specialist in wills and probate
administration and over the years he was consulted by eminent academics and lawyers on
procedure and precedents, and his contribution acknowledged in several published books
and papers. He gave evidence to Royal Commissions and he would go on to act as Public
Trustee in three jurisdictions in Australia: in the NT as Deputy and then Acting Public
Trustee; on Norfolk Island as Curator of Deceased Persons’ Estates, Master of the Court,
Receiver of Wrecks and Master in Lunacy); and as the first Public Trustee appointed in the
ACT). He headed up a Division in one of Australia’s largest trustee companies in Brisbane,
and he finished his career running the NT Law Society for 8 years (1991-98), before selflessly
declaring time on his successful working life at aged 58 to accompany his wife Katharine to
take up a diplomatic appointment in Jakarta and move the family to Indonesia.
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And along the way he had a noteworthy career in the NT public sector in land development
and later running a division of the NT Housing Commission where he was in charge of all the
public housing stock across the Territory. Which perhaps all sounds a bit dry and fusty — but
of course anyone who knew Jim knew that was absolutely not the case! Over the years his
work put him in contact with murderers and prostitutes, fraudsters and henchmen, battered
wives and cuckolded husbands and he revelled in it all!

Jim was appointed the Law Society Northern Territory’s first full time CEO in 1991. The role
included dealing with a backlog of complaints, establishing systems and the Society’s first
foray into the digital world of email. Between 1991 and 1999, Jim served under the
presidencies of John Stirk, Neville Henwood, Terence Gardner and Stephen Southwood.

During his earlier years Jim was a keen scuba diver. He had been President of the Victorian
Underwater Federation during the 1970s and was a founding member of the Cave Divers
Association in SA where, together with friends he pioneered cave diving in Mount Gambier,
discovering new caves. The ABC even made an episode of the weekly TV program
“Breakaway” which featured Jim and his friends diving the caves of Mt Gambier.

After retirement Jim found fame and fun running the Jakarta embassy’s commissary — the
staff co-op shop where imported wines, meats and other goods were sold to diplomatic
staff. He took it over when it was running at a loss, importing high end wines like Grange
Hermitage and French champagnes, bringing crayfish in from Western Australia, alongside
the crumpets and vegemite that couldn’t be sourced locally. Jim negotiated a deal with
Leonard’s Australia to provide their handmade chicken products to the commissary which
proved a hit with a large cohort of expats living in Jakarta. He’d trade maple syrup with the
Canadians and whisky with the Brits and left the commissary with a massive profit too! In
another life Jim might have run Harrods, he was in his element! And on moving to Beijing
where he and his wife lived for four years, Jim became a keen and knowledgeable collector
of Chinese ceramics and other antiques.

His family joked that Jim had nine lives. He’d been shot at more than once; declared missing
at sea; lost in an underground cave in Mt Gambier, emerging with just 3 minutes of air left
in his tank; hit by a passing car and thrown through the plate glass window of the ANZ bank
in Collins Street in Melbourne; he’d had two open heart surgeries and near fatal sepsis; yet
somehow came through it all and made it to his 84t year.

James Fletcher Campbell departed this life on the Gold Coast, Queensland on 12t January
2024. He is survived by his wife Katharine and their daughter Mary and three grandsons.
Jim is sadly missed by his friends and colleagues in the Territory.



