MEDIA
RELEASE

13 July 2023

Law Society Northern Territory supports the
proposal to enshrine an Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Voice in the Constitution

The Law Society Northern Territory (Society) today publicly announced support of the proposal to
enshrine an Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Voice in the Australian Constitution being put to
the Australian people by way of referendum later this year.

Whilst the Society is supportive of a constitutionally enshrined Voice to Parliament, the Society
acknowledges the diversity of opinion within the community and within the Society’s membership
noting that all Australians will have to arrive at their own decision on this issue when asked to vote
on the Referendum.

The Society’s President, Mr Richard Henschke, welcomed the Society’s public support for the
proposal to enshrine the Voice in the Australian Constitution noting that “the upcoming referendum
provides all Australians with an important and possibly once in a lifetime constitutional opportunity
to give Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people a route to give advice to the Australian
Parliament and Government on matters that affect the lives of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people”.

Mr Henschke also noted that “the Law Council of Australia, of which the Society is a member, has
been steadfast in its support of the enshrinement of a Voice in the Australian Constitution”.
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